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BRITAIN AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF 1835. 



BaiTAIN, recovering from the effects of 
an arduous and protracted struggle, which 
changed in its progress the destinies of Eu- 
rope, continues to enjoy the blessings of 
repose. Her relations to all the Powers 
of Europe, are of the most friendly and 
pacific kind. So far as she is concern- 
ed, the temple of Janus is shut. The 
recognition of the South American Re- 
publics, notwithstanding the half-muttered 
threats ef -the courts of Paris and Madrid, 
are not likely to produce the slightest 
change in the political relations of Europe. 
The recognition was too long delayed. 
For a length of time, the absolute inde- 
pendence of the infant Republics was no 
longer problematical; and there was, in 
truth, a mercantile, before there was a 
ministerial recognition. The one produced 
the other. We should have rejoiced, that 
more decisive measures had been earlier 
adopted : but we cannot withhold the meed 
of praise from the calm and dignified course 
which the British Cabinet has recently a- 
dopted. 

The situation of our West Indian Colo- 
nies will obtain, we trust, that mature and 
deliberate consideration of the Imperial 
Parliament, to which it is Knquestionably 
entitled. We have to redress long-neglect- 
ed oppressions in that quarter. However 
repulsive the slave-holders' conduct may 
appear— however appalling the re-action of 
the slave population may nave been, — both 
were the natural result of a system, which 
we ourselves put in operation. We mini- 
stered food to human avarice. We tempted 
the one party, by every motive which sel- 
fishness could suggest; and inflamed the 
passions of the other, by every motive which 
revenge could inspire. We need not af- 
fect to be panic-struck, when the latter rise 
in barbarous retaliation against their mas- 
ters. This forms a part of the retributive 
justice of God. We have all read of that 
(pedes of tiger start, by which the slave 
vindicates the independent qualities of his 
race! There have been long years of 
lordly domination on the one hand, and 
the spirit of meditated revenge on the 
other. The cup of misery has long been 
filling; and it was not strange, that the 
waters of bitterness should at last overflow. 



We anticipate confidently, that the same 
policy which led to the recognition of the 
revolted provinces of Old Spain, will lead 
to a melioration of the slave system in our 
West Indian possessions. 

In a domestic point of view, England 
seems studious of finding out new chan- 
nels, into which she may direct her surplus 
capital. Joint Stock Companies are multi- 
plying on every hand. We are not disposed 
to indulge in melancholy forebodings; yet 
we can scarcely hesitate in concluding, that 
there is a degree of fitful and feverish spe- 
culation on this subject, excited in the 
public mind. We read over, a few days 
since, a list of the projects which occupied 
general attention in London, about the 
memorable period of the South Sea bubble. 
The extension of railways, and the forma- 
tion of canals, seem to us likely to turn 
out both the most important in a national 
point of view, and the most profitable in 
point of mercantile speculation. 

Scotland, if we except the abuse of the 
repeal of the combination laws, presents 
us with the usual results, which may be 
expected amongst a reading and reflecting 
people. With a degree or violence, alto- 
gether at variance with the national cha- 
racter, the operatives have contemned the 
advice of their most zealous friends, and 
persevered in their career, in opposition to 
the plainest dictates of reason. Acquainted 
as we are with the character of our breth- 
ren in that kingdom, we sincerely hope 
that the present impulse will soon subside j 
and sound sense, and rational inquiry, will 
regain their empire. The present is a 
most unnatural state of things. In a na- 
tional point of view, the interest of the 
employer and the manufacturer are inse- 
parably connected. 

The evils of Ireland may be found, not 
in her soil or climate— in these she has 
been blessed beyond most nations in the 
world. In the history of our country, the 
domestic dissentions of our inhabitants oc- 
cupy the most appalling page. We have 
heartless absentees, and resident regulators. 
Action and re-action have been equal and 
contrary. Yet we indulge the hope, that 
soma measures may be adopted in the en- 
suing meeting of Parliament, which may 
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tend to give rest to a long-divided country, 
by issuing two most important questions — 
tithes, and the removal, upon constitu- 
tional principles, of Roman Catholic dis- 
abilities. 

The public documents of importance, 
to which we have to allude, are, the Ad- 
dress of thePresident of the United States of 
America, and the Proclamation of His 
present Majesty as King of Hanover. In 
the first, which is much too voluminous to 
insert at length, the principal topics are as 
follows. 

It states that the Revenue for 1824 was 
estimated at 18,500,000 dollars, or about 
£3,800,000 sterling, The public debts a- 
mounts to 79,000,000 dollars or about 
£16,450,000. Debt to the amount of 
1 1,630,000 dollars was paid off last last year. 
On the 1st of June, 1817, the Debt a. 
mounted to 123,490,000 dollars. It is ex- 
pected to be totally extinguished in ten 
years. 

It mentions the struggles in Greece and 
South America, in terms of approbation 
with which British feelings entirely sympa- 
thise, and it is pleasing to find that British 
policy has since acted on the same enlight- 
ened views in recognising the independence 
of the South American States. 

Some effectual measure for civilizing and 
settling the navive tribes is recommended 
to Congress. " Between the limits of our 
present States and Territories, and the 
Rocky Mountain, and Mexico, there is a 
vast territory to which they might be invit- 
ed, with inducements which might be suc- 
cessful. It is thought, if that territory 
should be divided into districts, by previous 
agreements with the tribes now residing 
there, and civil governments be established 
in each, with schools for every braBch of 
instruction in literature, and in the arts of 
civilized life, that all the tribes now within 
our limits might gradually be drawn there. 
The execution of this plan would necesari- 
ly be attended with expense, and that not 
inconsiderable, but it is doubted whether 
any other can be devised, which would be 
less liable to that objection, or more likely 
to suceeed." 

A military post on the West coast is re- 
commended for the use of the American 
shipping, and with a view to conciliate the 
Indians. 

The attention of Congress is then direct- 
ed to the capital; and public improve- 
ments in it are recommended. 

" From the view above presented," the 
President observes, "it is manifest that the 
situation of the United States is in the 
highest degree prosperous and happy.— 
Blessed with governments the happiest 
which the vs orld ever knew, with no dis- 
tinct orders in society, or divided interests 
in any portion of the vast territory over 
which their dominion extends, we have evey 



motive to cling together, which can animate 
a virtuous and enlightened people— The 
great object is to preserve those blessings 
and to hand them down to our latest pos- 
terity Our institutions form an important 
epoch in the history of the civilized world. 
Our attitude is highly interesting as relates 
to other powers, and particularly to our 
Southern neighbours. We have duties to 
perform with respect to all, to which we 
must be faithful. To every kind of danger 
we should pay the most vigilant and un- 
ceasing attention ; remove the cause where 
it may be practicable, and ^ be prepared to 
meet it when inevitable." 

In the second document, of which we 
annex a copy, we have the same enlight- 
ened and patriotic feelings which distin- 
guished His Majesty's parting admonition 
to his Irish subjects. 

" Hammer, December, 182*. 
"PROCLAMATION. 
" GEOKGE IV. Sec. 
" It having come to our knowledge, that 
some doubts are entertained respecting the 
interpretation and application of the first 
paragraph of the 16th article of the Act of 
the German Confederation of the 8th June, 
1815, which is to the following effect— 
' The difference in the enjoyment of civil 
and political rights in the countries com- 
posing the German Confederation,'— We 
are induced to issue the following Decla- 
ration and Ordnance:— 

" 1. The several professors of the Chris- 
tian faith enjoy a perfect equality of civil 
and political rights in the kingdom, and in 
conformity with the said article, the notion 
of a predominant and of a merely tolerat- 
ed Church is entirely abolished. 

"3. All Christian religious communi- 
ties have a right to the unobstructed and 
free exercise of their religious worship, and 
every Clergyman can require the surplices, 
&c. only from the parishioners of his own 
persuasion. Consequently, 

" 8. Those inhabitants who belong to a 
different Christian persuasion from that 
of the parish, are to pay the fees, &c. only 
to the Clergymen of their persuasion to 
whose parish they are positively annexed. 
Fees can be required by a Clergymen of 
a different persuasion, when be has been 
required to perform an official duty, and 
has really performed it. 

"4. On the other hand, all dues to 
Churches and Schools, which proceed from 
houses, farms, and other landed property, 
in a parish, without regard to the personal 
qualities of the Professor, in respect to his 
religious belief, are still to be paid to those 
entitled to them by every possessor, even 
il he belong to a Christian party different 
to that of the parish. 

"5. Contains regulations for the entries 
irt the Church books." 



